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Buy VISTA Learn a New Language!

Isn't THAT an interest-
ing Headline? Those
who know Microsoft
VISTA know exactly
what I'm talking about!
For the THIRD (3rd)
time since taking over
the duties of the SRC
Secretary that | have
had a computer prob-
lem. First time | had a
problem was a when |
returned home from
the SRC election meet-
ing, my CPU fried and |
lost a small amount of
data but had to buy a
new computer. It took
about one month to
reconstruct the only
data | lost, the SRC
mailing lists and some
paperwork. | had fig-
ured that type of prob-
lem was the most likely
and | would never have

an other type of catas-
trophe like a HDD fail-
ure so | didn't have to
invest in any back-up
hardware. My Second
computer problem oc-
curred right after the
Spring ‘08 SRC meet-
ing. This time | had a
total operating system
failure and had to re-
load the OS. As you
know, when you reload
the OS ALL your files
are lost! | learned then
to back-up my files.
But being the
“innovative, progres-
sive computer wizard |
am, | only backed up
“some” of my files be-
cause | was “too
cheap” to invest in a
proper dedicated BU
unit. It took me one
entire month to rebuild
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my files and get the
computer running prop-
erly again. To Micro-
soft's credit, they took
full responsibility and
assisted me verbally
and virtually. Well now
| get to my third and
most recent experience
with a computer Catas-
trophe. About one
month ago, | turned on
the computer and ob-
served the Big Blue
Screen of Death!
Some of you may be
familiar with this also. |
do feel very sorry for
you. | didn’t think it
was an offering of
VISTA but found out it
is an included feature.
This time | didn’t have
a software problem at
least with the OS and |

Continued page 3

A Message from the High Chair— Alex Ramirez

During this
time of merri-

. ment and fam-
““ily reunions,
let us give thanks for
the many blessings,
physical and ab-

stract, as well as the
memories of times
with our family and
friends, be they with
us or elsewhere.

For it is the vol-

umes of memories,
laughs, and tears
that we form the fab-
ric of our personal
lives and daily ac-
tions, to help one in
need, or say those
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Published nearly monthly when
the SRC Secretary feels like it. It
is transmitted electronically to
those members of the SRC who
have requested to receive it and
to other Blue Knight, Inc. mem-
bers who have also requested
receiving it. The contents of this
document are his sole responsi-
bility. Any information contained
herein has been or is subject to
his scrutiny and editing. No part
of this document is available for
public consumption and is in-
tended solely for the entertain-
ment of the membership of the
Southern Regional Conference,
Inc of the Blue Knights Interna-
tional Law Enforcement Motorcy-
cle Club, Inc. No part of this
publication my be reprinted with-
out the express permission of the
editor and the payment in full of
the required fees.

This publication may also be
downloaded from the SRC Web-

site.  Www.bk-src.org

The editor solicits any and all
news, information, anecdotes,
photos, flyers and other informa-
tion from any member or reader
which they feel may be of interest
to the SRC membership and
other Blue Knights. Files can be
electronically transmitted to the
secretary .
peterd@blueknights.org

someone facing life's
challenges alone. Let
us not forget those
serving our police
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Tri-State Conference—

Their Newsletter identified the
recipients of Conference Spon-
sored and Member voted An-
nual Awards. They included an
award for Best Single Day
Event and Best Multi-day
Event. The TSC also reminded
all their members to Vote in the
BK Int’l elections as they should
have all received their ballots
by now. The TSC charges their
members a fee of $35 per year
for each chapter to receive a
“hard-copy” of their Newsletter
and $25 per year for individual
members per year. These
funds are in addition to the
funds received from the Inter-
national to conduct business,
and solely for those requesting
“hard-copies” of the newslet-
ters.

The TSC also publishes their
member chapter contact infor-
mation in a format established
by the NEC many years ago
which our chapter will start us-
ing in the NEXT newsletter do
the after the first of the new
year.

Included in their Newsletter was
their tentative Ride Schedule
for 2009. This is a dynamic
document and is updated as
needed. Itis my hope that we
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progress this far soon.

INTERNATIONAL —

An International Board meeting
was conducted the weekend of
November 22. Some important
information should be con-
tained in those minutes. This
meeting includes attendance by
those Candidates for Interna-
tional Office that would not nor-
mally be in attendance so it
tends to be a bit long. At least
be sure to SCAN through the
minutes for information. Be
aware how your money is being
spent or at least attempted to
be spent! Also take a minute to
“see” what “personal agenda’s”
become evident. These are all
important things that effect our
club.

SRC NEWS —

| have received requests from
some SRC Chapter presidents
to remove their email ad-
dresses from our mailing lists.
It appears that they now get
TOO MUCH information. I
firmly believe that this does a
disservice to the members of
the chapter. Of course | will do
what is requested BUT | recom-
mend that the president (or
whomever) who has been re-
ceiving “too much” email get
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Another member to act as the
“Chapter Contact” or e-mail re-
cipient for the Chapter. This
process is just restarting and
info is OBVIOUSLY flowing
well. We don’t want to STOP it
now.

Also, | still get several
“bounced” e-mails. This means
of the one hundred e-mail ad-
dresses | have about four are
“rejected”. Now | have
checked, rechecked and re-
rechecked. | have asked you
continually to get me your e-
mail address and your chap-
ter’'s contact information for ALL
your officers. If you haven't
done it in the last two months-
do it NOW. Send me a Christ-
mas present of your chapter’'s
contacts for all your officers. |
will ONLY sell the info if the of-
fer is high enough! Bin Laden
only contacts me a few times a
year now for the info!

Also, BE SURE your email pro-
gram is set up to receive mail-
ings from the SRC! Often they
reject emails that contain multi-
ple recipients of large data files.
| will not individually address
each e-mail, you are a part of a
club, get it fixed! All that should
be required is making the SRC
(or my) address a “SAFE
SENDER”.
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VISTA con't. -

didn’t loose my CPU,

which in retrospect | ¥
wish | had! Instead, |
had the ultimate loss, the HDD
met its MTBF- it was gone! If
you don’t know, that means the
computer will turn on and it will
display an error message stat-
ing it is unable to locate a boot
drive— and that is ALL it will do.
Everything on the hard drive
was GONE. 320GB of pictures,
files, programs, website and e-
mail backups, and hundreds of
hours of work in the crapper!
I've been working on it since
then over a month of rebuild
time. Lost all passwords for the
nearly one hundred different log
-ins | use. Great fun! | figured
it was going to be relatively
easy as | HAD backed up some
of the files. Then | found out
that the cheap b-u software |
had used would ONLY B-U to a
same size HDD replacement.
Try to find two year old technol-
ogy. To shorten a longer story,
| know have 1TB built in HDD
holding programs and data, 200

GB holding the OS, a 750 GB »

attached B-U unit, AND | added
a 2 TB networked FTP drive!
Hopefully, never having to do
this again. But | did learn how

to more colorfully describe cer-
tain things in English, Italian
and Microsoft! -
skirt.)

(The guy in the

SPECIAL NOTE:

When any of you get the
chance—please be sure and
ask DonQ about how he
showed his support for the Chil-
dren’s Hospital Benefit Toy
Ride!!l -ed

REMINDER & UPDATE:

Re: the bulletins re "HR-218"
issue in S.D., this statute is now
formally known as LEOSA, the
Law Enforcement Officers
Safety Act. | closely followed
this legislation and helped work
to have it enacted which took
seven years. Immediately upon
learning of the issue, | con-
tacted a friend who is a retired
US District Court Judge who
now teaches Law here in Mary-
land. He researched the issue
of "implementation" and found it
totally bogus-- once formally
enacted and signed, it is law
and DoJ does not have to
implement"” It

My personal view is that this
"Implementation” issue came
up because a former USAG is-
sued a DoJ Memo the day of
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UPDATE con't -

his departure that prohibited
any DoJ Law Enforcement
agency from conducting any
gualification courses for DoJ
retirees. Retirees must there-
fore qualify in their residence
state in order to comply with the
LEOSA statute that requires
ANNUAL qualification accord-
ing to whatever STATE qualifi-
cation requirements exist.
Since some states have no for-
mal requirements for Law En-
forcement officers, this has
caused some problems, al-
though some interpretations
have said if there are no re-
quirements, then no qualifica-
tion S required.

Unfortunately, this interpreta-
tion goes counter to LEOSA's
specific requirement for an an-
nual gualification.
Bottom line then is that the SD
interpretation is BOGUS. I'm
glad to see that the felony
charges were dropped.

*VERY IMPORTANT::
*Members should be aware that
LEOSA, while superseding all
state *carry *permit laws makes
LEOSA-Qualified retirees sub-
ject to local laws restricting
places
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Florida XXV -

On November 9", 2008, Florida
XXV sponsored our 9" Annual
Oyster Run. Members from
Florida XXIV and Florida XXVI
joined us on a ride to Eastpoint,
Florida. There were 73 people
in attendance for the event
which included poker hands
drawn at each stop along the
way and a 50/50 pot. Large
amounts of oysters and other
seafood were consumed by
those in attendance. This has
been a semi-annual event for
Florida XXV and was a big suc-
cess involving the other Chap-
ters this time. We are looking
forward to the spring run for the
oysters!

&

Florida Chapter XXV has con-
tinued with its drive to collect
old cell phones from its mem-
bers and the community. The
old phones are turned
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over to
the Help
Them
C all
Home
organiza-
tion. For
e ac
phone

that is collected, a phone card

is purchased and is sent to mili-

tary personnel who are sta-

tioned around the world. Mem-

ber Donna

Stewart,

who has

spear-

headed

the drive,

collected

enough

phones for

the Help

Them Call

Home or-

ganization to purchase almost

31,000 minutes of air time! The

drive is an ongoing community

service project for Florida XXV.

More information about the pro-

gram can be found at

www.HelpThemCallHome.org

(Articles and Photos submitted by
FL XXV.)
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UPDATE from Pg. 3 con't —

*where guns can be carried,
LEOSA-qualified persons are
treated like ordinary citizen per-
mitees--not as police officers
and must abide by the same
restrictions as permitted civil-
ians. LEOSA specifically does
not confer any Law Enforce-
ment authority to retirees. Hope
this clarifies the LEOSA situa-
tion.

NEW SRC VICE CHAIRMAN —

(I lost Lewis’ photo so will sup-
ply next newsletter-ed)

Lewis Kelly, Retired from the
Montgomery Police Department,
Montgomery, Alabama, after 21
years of service. Lewis re-
tired with the rank of Lieutenant,
worked in several divisions( Mo-
tor Division 2 vyrs, Patrol 4
yrs, Detective Division 5 yrs, VIN
Division and Special Internal Af-
fairs for 10 yrs. | attended several
law enforcement schools, BA De-
gree from Troy University, mem-
ber of Blue Knights since 2002
and past President. have been
to all of the International Confer-
ences since and | have missed
only two SRC meets. | am also
looking forward to serving the
SRC.
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NEWS RECEIVED & CONTINUED

FLorida XXIl —

I've spoken with Daytona
Speedway employee "Ken
Money" and he has an offer for
Blue Knight members. He's a
good friend that is willing
to accommodate the gang. Just
make sure if a member calls for
tickets they tell Ken they're a
Blue Knight member. His num-
ber is 386-681-5052.. Have a
great Holiday season !l -

DAYTONA con’'t—
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CHAPTER NEWSLETTERS FROM
OUT OF CONFERENCE—

MainE [l—

Reports weather changing (go
figure), winter scheduling of
monthly Chapter meetings due
to many members doing their
migratory stuff and reminders to
pay their BK dues.

Spring Northeast Conference
weekend in East Wilton at the
Comfort Inn on May 8" - 10™.

Fall NEC weekend will be
hosted by ME-IX at the Best
Western in South Portland on
September 18" - 20™.

From the HighChair-con't —

and military proudly, keeping
us from the lawless, and
standing guard prepared to
defend us from those who
would undermine the freedom
of our liberty and pursuit of
happiness.

Keep in your heart the
memories of family and
friends, passed on to that bet-
ter world without these mortal
concerns, and dedicate a
smile to them who left us those
warm thoughts and fond
memories.

| Thank God for all of them,
and all of you, my family and
friends. - Alex Ramirez,
Chairman SRC

SRC International Rep,
Don Quintus

Don might have sent a

note to be included in this news-
letter but | have lost it, see previ-
ous column for explana-

tions.

SRC Treasurer, Bill

Solen

Like Don, I'm sure Bill also sent
me something to include in this
newsletter but .. .Merry Christ-
mas to ALL and be Safe.—ed



