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GEORGE ęGILĚ MITCHELL 

DECEMBER 23, 2009  

ñA TRIBUTE FROM A FEW WHO KNEW THE MANò 

It is with great sorrow that we receive news the passing of the original 

and  current  International Webmaster, Gil Mitchell.  Gil was a true, 

loyal Blue Knight to the end and a dear friend, counsel, and             

confidant.  He passed at 0023 hrs EST, December 23, 2009.  As a Past 

President, I can say that Gil was a wonderful asset during my tenure. 

Additionally he marshaled our presence into this thing we call the  

internet and its varying growth stages, through bulletin boards, websites 

and Yahoo groups.  He worked tirelessly to make these things better 

and work for us, all for zero pay.  I can honestly say that our internet 

presence, under his stewardship is the single most important factor in 

our growth in the last few years.  I am confident in saying his work has 

had significantly more impact on this organization than that of me or 

any other International President of this organization, with only         

exception being our original founding fathers.   I only hope he does 

NOT have the same impact on Heaven Iðthey DO NOT need any help 

in recruiting members. 

Ride free, Gil! 

Michael J. Ripsch, Blue Knights International Immediate Past President  
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What can be said, that hasnôt already been said, if you are a Blue Knight Gill Mitchell, 

has effected you in some way, for those or you that knew Gill, you know we have lost more 

than a Blue Knights, we have lost a good friend, as a past NEC VP Gill and I had words many 

a time both about the club or just shooting the breeze, at a meeting or the Corn Roast, Our 

thoughts and prayers go out to Tama and  

members of NH 1. Gill you will be truly missed, but never forgotten. 

 

RWP 

Dick DelRossi 

FL XVII  

Blue Knights COPSRUN Founder 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have send thoughts prayers and antidotes..I am overwhelmed by the   

recognition Gil is receiving from all over. Given the season, a memorial and burial will be 

done in late Spring (motorcycle weather). The details have not yet been worked out, but he will 

be buried in the NH Veterans cemetery with honors. I am planning on reserving a block of 

rooms for family and friends in Concord and having a meal after.  Will post the details after I 

make the arrangements. 

 

Gil has been a member of Blue Knights since 1984. He worked part time on two departments 

serving as a patrolman on one, and as a LT/Prosecutor on the other for about 9 years. He 

worked full time as a dispatcher and department head for our department for about 9 years. 

Though he did not have enough time in to retain his Associate status, he continued membership 

as an honorary of NH I and then of International. In his 25 years with the Blue Knights he met 

and helped many wonderful people. I realize that I am not alone in sadness at his passing and 

want to express my heartfelt thanks to all who were touched by him. 

 

Tama 
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 Chairmanôs Corner 

 

The Holiday Season causes reflection on the past year, or older events that shaped our lives as we live today.  

Weôve all experienced the sorrows of loss, the joy of a new birth, or events that cause anxiety for the future.  

Letôs set aside tomorrowôs concerns for todayôs warmth with family and friends, take the time to reach out and 

embrace those things most important to us, creating good memories for all.  I am honored to wish our 2,500 

Blue Knights in the Southern Regional Conference, along with our brothers in North America and around the 

world, a joyous and Happy Holiday Season. 

 

The first Annual Knights of the Round Table Tournament held in Titusville, Florida, December 4-5, 2009, is 

now history.  The unseasonable cold and rain did not deter the hardcore riders that attended to reach across the 

table and share the camaraderie and brotherhood between the three organizations representing the finest public 

services; Police, Fire and Military.  The opening ceremony, highlighted the blue, red, & green round memorial 

table, bearing the bunker clothing of a fallen firefighter, a soldierôs uniform worn in Iraq, and a retired black 

Police Tactical vest and gun belt.  The sentiments of the crowd, during the playing of Lee Greenwoodôs, ñGod 

Bless the USAò, climaxed spontaneously with held hands and completed a circle of brotherhood weôll never 

forget.  The Blue Knights outnumbered the Green Knights two to one, but the Green Knights overcame the 

statistical probabilities to score the highest overall, taking the Grand Prize Scepter to its first home on a  

military base commanderôs office.  Other winners proudly representing the Blue Knights were Tom Dean, 

Daytona Fl. IX; 2nd Place Overall, James Seibel, Tampa Fl. XVII; Best Toga (shower curtain), Don Quintus, 

WPB Fl. XI; Best Medieval Costume (Brown Monk), Tom Dean Fl. IX; Blacksmithôs Challenge, and Miami/

Ft. Lauderdale Fl. IV; Best Represented Chapter.  The next Knights of the Round Table Tournament will be in 

October, 2010, in the Ozark Mountains, Arkansas, so keep the date in mind to help get back the Scepter.  

Kudos and heartfelt Thank You(s) go out to Miami/Ft. Lauderdale, Florida IV, for coordinating the event, Ken 

OôReilly, Kissimmee, Florida XXIX for leading the memorable ride to Fort Christmas, welcoming Titusville 

Mayor John Tulley,  Entertainment by Dennis Dallas, the Impact Jacket Corporation, Best Western Titusville 

Hotel, and the host of door prize donators welcoming the attendees around Titusville.  In closing, the attendees 

also experienced the sight of a night time Atlas Rocket launch from Cape Kennedy and seven live reindeer in a 

trailer for a parade and staying at our hotel.  What a great time. 

 

Thank You(s) go out to all the Chapters that continue to host multiple chapter  

gatherings for brunch or rides and keep seeing larger events.  These gatherings  

are consistent with the, ñBack to Basicsò concept, drawing Blue Knights to  

other Blue Knights events and increasing the camaraderie between Chapters.   

I am proud to represent the Southern Regional Conference that actually  

promotes inter-Chapter gatherings. 

 

Again, enjoy the Holiday Season, stay healthy, keep the rubber side down  

and let us allé.éé RIDE WITH PRIDE . 

 

Alexander Ramirez, Chairman 
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From:  Lewis Kelly, SRC Vice Chairman (AL IV)    

First I would like to wish all a Happy New Year and hope that all of 

you have had a great Christmas, the topic is motorcycles and deer: 

Each and every year there are more than 1.7 million reports of vehicle 

collision with deer. This number represents accidents where a police 

report has been made to verify vehicle damage or personal injury. It is 

estimated there are over two (2)  million unreported deer/vehicle      

accidents each year, totaling an astounding 3.7 million vehicle contacts 

with deer annually in the continental united states. This staggering 

number accounts for more than a billion dollars in  insurance claims 

annually. The number of  motorcycle accidents with deer is unknown at 

this time.  In certain areas of some states, your odds of having a deer/

vehicle or motorcycle accident may be less than 

1in 3 within a year, with an average vehicle   

damage exceeding $2800.00, plus risk of  personal     

injury. Proper riding training used with rider 

awareness, will reduce your risk of hazardous   

animal/vehicle/motorcycle collision by as much   

as 70%.  
 
RS/RWP 

Lewis 

From the desk of the SRC International Repé  
 

I hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas and Happy new Year. First, let me welcome to the SRC,         

Mississippi XI. They have been chartered in Laurel Mississippi on 11/25/2009.  For information about MS XI, 

contact  J. Hutcheson by mail at 56 Arley Williams Road, Heidelberg MS 39439  or  601-428-7167.         

Email at jhutcheson@co.jones.ms.us. 

 

Here are some thoughts and proverbs to make your new year brighter:  

Of all the things you wear, your expression is the most importanté 

The best vitamin for making friends is B1é 

The heaviest thing you can carry is a grudge é 

The happiness of your life depends on the quality of your thoughtsé 

Ideas won't work unless you doé 

Your mind is like a parachute, it functions only when open...  

Finally the pursuit of happiness is the chase of a life time!  

It is never too late to become what you might have beené 

 

May 2010 open all our minds. 

RIDE WITH PRIDE 

Sincerely, 

J. Miranda 

 

SRC members    

transferred to  

Heaven I in 2009  

Carole L Davis,  LAII    

Bryan G. Goff,  SCI         

Troy J. Shelton,  MS VII  

Gary Luker,  FL XV         

William Edge,  GA XVI    

Alfred Poole,   FL XVIII 

Warren York, FL XXV  

      

 

mailto:jhutcheson@co.jones.ms.us
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From:   The SRC Treasurer,  
 

I hope each and every one of you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. I hope that this year is very 

safe and rewarding for all. 

  

As a reminder remember that it is time to file your corporation annual report (Florida) and the e-postcards with 

the IRS annual Electronic Filing Requirement.  All chapters should be familiar with the requirements that all 

non-profit Small Exempt Organizations must file Form 990-N     (e-Postcard) regardless of income.  Small tax

-exempt organizations whose gross receipts are normally $25,000 or less may be required to electronically 

submit Form 990-N, also known as the e-Postcard. The Pension Protection Act of 2006 added this filing      

requirement to ensure that the IRS and potential donors have current information 

about your   organization.  The first   

e-Postcards were due in 2008 for tax year ending on or after December 31, 2007. 

The e-Postcard is due every year by the 15th day of the 5th month after the close of 

your tax year. For example, if your tax year ended on December 31, 2007, the e-

Postcard is due May 15, 2008.                                                        

 

You cannot file the e-Postcard until after your tax year ends. 

 

Larry Meyer 

Treasure 

From: The SRC Webmaster 
 
 Iôd like to take this time for ask all to keep of our brother and sister that have passed in the last 2 months in their 
thoughts and prayers. The one that most touched me was the passing of Gill Mitchell, Internationalôs Webmaster, whom 

I have called a friend for the past 15 years. They are will be sorely missed. 

 

The state of the SRC website is that we have passed the 300,000 hit make in only the first 4 months that is   

approximately 2500 hits a day.  I would like to see this increase on the coming months, but this all depends on you the 

members to continue to visit the site. I strive to keep the site current with the most up to date new and information from 

chapter, conference and International sources. This is the only way that all can keep informed as to the daily life of your 

fellow Knights. To this end, the continued exchange of chapter news is important.  A new development I am working on 

is the setting up of news feeds from Internationalôs forum to our site.  This will be an automatic transfer, so when it is 

post at International it will also flow to us. I am talking with John Long of the International Forum on the proper   

protocols to achieve this.  

 

The continued flow of information and exchange of thought is what is needed for the SRC to 

grow. I also have started a Yahoo Groups site for this use. It has the ability to place calendar 

events, and file that are important to member to have. This is just one of several other internet 

aspects we can use. I also am working to make other assets available once I am sure the system a 

viable to us. (IE) Tweeter, and Face book. 

 

As always, if you need help, just email me and I will strive to assist.  

 

Terry Williamson, Webmaster  webmaster@bk-src.info  

http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=177784,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=177338,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/charities/article/0,,id=177790,00.html

